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Fall Tree Drive-Making a Tradition by Barb McCoy    Page 4 

       

 

 

Four Nature Craft Ideas Using Fall Treasures by Shirley Ann Vels           Page 5 

You can read more about Shirley Ann’s UK homeschooling and nature study on her 

blog: Under an English Sky.  

 

 

Tree Study: Twig, Bud, and Fruit by Barbara Mullen             Page 6 

Barbara is living out her dream of teaching in a "one room school house" on the Kansas 

prairie. Read more about her nature study adventures on her blog The Schoolhouse on 

the Prairie. 

 

Celebritrees! Book Review by Heather Woodie             Page 7 

Homeschooling mom to our fantastic four – two in high school, one in middle school, 

and one last elementary student. I'm a former middle and high school biology teacher 

who has embraced the independent nature of homeschooling and I mentor my 

children through authentic, student driven projects and learning adventures. Heather 

blogs at Blog, She Wrote.  

 

 Mom’s Planning Page—October 2014 

 Spotlight Family: The Kordish Family 

 Fall Leaf Journal Page Idea  

 October Grid and Nature Toppers 

 Preschool Nature Table Ideas—Nov. 2014 

 Deer Coloring Page 

October—My Favorite Links 

  Four Seasons Tree Project: Printable 

 Autumn Tree Color Hunt: Printable 

Activity 

 What Tree Is It? - online tree field guide 

 Why Leaves Change Color 

 Top Fall Trees in the U.S.  

 

Post your blog entries as you complete them 

and then submit them to the Outdoor Hour 

Challenge Blog Carnival by 10/29/14 to be 

included in the 10/31/14 edition.  

You can submit them directly to me: 

harmonyfinearts@yahoo.com 

http://bugsbeetlesandbarefootdays.blogspot.co.uk/
http://theschoolhouseontheprairie.wordpress.com/
http://theschoolhouseontheprairie.wordpress.com/
http://blogshewrote.org/
http://handbookofnaturestudy.com/2014/03/outdoor-hour-challenge-spring-tree-observations.html/
http://handbookofnaturestudy.com/2013/09/outdoor-hour-challenge-autumn-tree.html/
http://handbookofnaturestudy.com/2013/09/outdoor-hour-challenge-autumn-tree.html/
http://www.oplin.org/tree/
http://www.na.fs.fed.us/fhp/pubs/leaves/leaves.shtm
http://www.arborday.org/shopping/trees/topfalltrees.cfm
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Ash Tree 

Complete       

Hawks 

Complete 

Witch Hazel 

Complete 

Sumac 

Complete 

Stinkhorns 

Complete 

 

Notes 

Supplies needed, library book 

ideas, field trip ideas, ways to adapt 

challenges to your local area. 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

Did you send in your blog entries 

for the Outdoor Hour Challenge 

Carnival? 

harmonyfinearts@yahoo.com 

Nature Study Planning Page October 2014 

Year Long Study Plans 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

List the seasonal studies you want to complete this 

month with your family.  

Nature Journal Ideas 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Nature Study Goals—WIP 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 
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Autumn Tree Drive-  Making a Tradition by Barb McCoy 

Each year we eagerly anticipate the change of the 

season with a autumn tree drive up into the mountains. 

For our family, this is an enjoyable time that marks the 

boundary between summer and autumn so distinctly.  

We watch the calendar and discuss it with friends, trying 

to judge when the best weekend is to load up the car 

and go scouting for colorful maples and aspens.  

This year we have had such unusual weather and very 

dry conditions which make it hard to know just when to 

plan the drive. Last year we missed the prime by a week 

and that was very disappointing. This year we are 

determined to observe this special time of year in all its 

glory.  

Note: For Ultimate and Journey level members of the Outdoor 

Hour Challenge, you have an Autumn Tree Drive notebook 

page in your library for printing and using with your family. 

Creating family traditions centered around nature’s 

rhythms and patterns is an important part of 

planting the seeds of a love of natural beauty in our 

children. No matter if you have a colorful change of 

season or not, make a point to mark the beginning 

of the new season in some simple way.  

 

Autumn Traditions-try one or more! 

Take a drive among colorful leaves. 

Eat some autumn fruits. 

Share an outdoor picnic under a tree. 

Visit a neighborhood park, looking for any changes. 

Create an autumn leaf bouquet. 

Take photos of favorite trees or spots in your 

neighborhood. 

Spend time just walking a favorite trail or path.  
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Four Nature Craft Ideas Using Fall Treasures from Shirley Vels 

 I love autumn and am so glad that this lovely season has arrived. One of the things I like to do during this 

season is use as much of nature’s bounty as I can to decorate my home and school room. I want to bring 

some autumn splendour indoors. By using leaves, acorns and berries indoors, it makes the whole 

interior of your home one big nature table, and best of all, children are the perfect little helpers for just 

about all of the ideas I want to share with you. Here are some crafts we have done over the years using 

nature’s autumnal supplies. 

Pressed Leaf Mosaic 

Go on a leaf gathering nature walk. 

Find as many different shaped autumn 

leaves as you can. Come home and 

press them in a flower press for about 

a week. Then cut out some leaf shapes 

out of black construction paper, and 

slightly smaller ones in white paper. 

Paste the white leaves on top of the 

black creating a little boarder. Stick 

on your pressed leaves and arrange 

all your paper leaves into a leaf 

shape. Stick onto a wall or window. 
Leaf Wreath 

Collect large autumnal leaves. Using 

a wire coat hanger, bend it into a 

round wreath shape creating a hook 

at one end. Thread on all your 

leaves. Once done bend another 

hook on the unhooked side so that 

the two ends of the circle are joined. 

Tie some sisal sting or a ribbon to 

hang your wreath. 
Bees Waxed Leaves  

Melt bees wax pellets in a double 

boiler (we just used a glass bowl 

placed over a pot of boiling water. 

Dip your leaves into the wax and 

place onto waxed or baking paper to 

dry. Tie little bunches of leaves 

together and then attach them onto 

length of twine or thine rope. Hand 

as a garland. Alternatively you could 

create a wax leaf mobile, adding 

other forged treasures like acorns, 

bark and berries.  

Bowls of Fall Fruitfulness 

Fill bowls and platters with collected acorns, berries, bits of 

fallen bark, cones. Dried teasel heads and apples.  Add a few 

tea-light candles – or the battery operated ones and place on 

your nature table or around the home. 
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Tree Study: Twig, Bud, and Fruit – by Barbara Mullen 

As our knowledge of trees has grown, we have learned to identify 

over 50 different trees by their leaves. We also know many of them 

by their fruit, some of them by their bark and a few of them by 

their winter silhouettes. I guess you could say they have become 

our “friends.” 

This past year we embarked on a new challenge: making a 

collection of the leaf, twig, and fruit of different trees.  We chose 

the American sycamore, the northern red oak, the sweet gum, the Osage-orange (aka hedge), 

and the kingnut hickory because they all bear their fruit in the fall. Other fall bearing trees are 

the other varieties of oaks and hickories, the walnut, the pecan, the Kentucky coffeetree, the 

hackberry, the persimmon, the pawpaw and the locust to name a few. In fact, if you want to try 

this project, stop reading this article, go outside and go collecting! 

As you find the fruit, label each specimen and store it in an open 

container so they can dry properly. If you enclose them, they 

tend to get moldy. Some fruit like the Osage-orange, or hedge 

apple, is rather large and tends to rot easily. Be creative and 

take a picture of the fruit instead! 

Next, before all the leaves fall, have the children make a map or 

spreadsheet of exactly where each tree can be found.  In 

February, March or April, depending on where you live, take a 

pair of clippers with you and visit the trees again to collect a 6-

inch long twig with buds. We sometimes visited a tree a few 

times to find adequate buds. Label each twig with masking tape 

so you remember which one is which. 

In late May or early June, visit the trees one more time and find a 

leaf.  This is the best time to collect the leaves because they are 

usually well formed and free of insect holes and galls. Press the 

leaves in a leaf press for 2-3 weeks. When you have gathered all 

three parts, and they are dried and pressed, you can arrange them 

by specie into a wonderful collection. 

Although this project takes time and spans three seasons, it is very 

rewarding. It’s just like making a new friend, the more you get to 

know the trees the more you will enjoy them. Since autumn is a great 

time for outdoor activities, it is a perfect time to start collecting and 

making some new friends! 
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Celebritrees—Book Review by Heather Woodie 

I have to admit we are a tree loving family. We loved to find 

new trees and collect & press leaves. When we walk, we are 

drawn to trees. Just today, while out on an entomology 

collecting trip, my 9 year old stopped in all the excitement of a 

butterfly chase to remark on a stand of birch trees. So, when I 

happened upon this book in our local consignment shop, I 

couldn’t leave without it. 

Celebitrees is all about historic and famous trees from around 

the world. The introduction to the book says it perfectly, “Trees 

are the oldest, biggest, and tallest living organisms on earth. 

They fire the imagination and inspire wonder and awe…Trees 

inspire people to extraordinary achievements. Treaties have been signed, justice dispensed, 

and the seeds of the American Revolution sown under trees.” 

The book focuses on fourteen trees from around the world, all of which are well loved and each 

has a story to tell. The author tells the name of the tree, the tree’s common name, its location, 

and its age. There is an illustration of the tree depicting something about the tree’s story. What 

follows is the story or what makes the tree so memorable in our history.  

Each page tells a tale about a tree which has become a legend. Many of the trees are available 

for visiting and one of the trees, the Scythe Tree- famous for holding the scythes of soldiers gone 

to war, is not so far from us. Imagine a field trip featuring a famous tree! The author does a 

careful job of explaining the history and context of each tree in a way that children can 

understand and is still fascinating to adults. For example, the Methuselah Tree in California gets 

its name from the Bible character who is the oldest person ever to have lived- and the tree has 

far outlived him! 

At the end of the book, there are several pages detailing each 

species of tree along with the characteristics of that type of 

tree. You can learn about champion trees. What is a champion 

tree? For over 50 years, American Forests has kept a National 

Register of champion trees. Champions are based on their 

height, circumference, and crown spread. Learn how to 

nominate a tree! Finally, there are some tips for growing 

Celebitrees and how to plant and take care of all trees.  

We love this book and it makes a great read to leave out and 

enjoy with guests. Are you looking for other ways to connect 

with trees? Geography Quest: Forest Edition is a fun way to do 

a little online exploring all about forests around the world.  

http://www.amazon.com/Celebritrees-Historic-Famous-Trees-World/dp/0805078290/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1411264759&sr=8-1&keywords=celebritrees
http://blogshewrote.org/2013/10/25/geography-quest-forest-edition/
http://www.amazon.com/Celebritrees-Historic-Famous-Trees-World/dp/0805078290/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1411264759&sr=8-1&keywords=celebritrees
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Hello, it's Kerry from Keeping Up with the Kordish's.  My husband, Drew, and I have five 

boys.  I have the privilege of homeschooling three of them.  We live in the Upper Peninsula of 

Michigan, which really is a perfect place to study nature!  We enjoy taking walks, gardening, 

hunting, and trapping together.   

I came across the Handbook of Nature Study website 

when I was looking for a science curriculum last 

year.  I immediately knew I wanted to do nature 

study with my boys.  Unfortunately, it was my first 

year homeschooling and I was full of concerns that 

my seventh grader would fall behind so I chose a 

more traditional curriculum.  I found myself 

continually going back to the Handbook of Nature 

Study website.   

I printed some Outdoor Hour Challenges over our 

Christmas break with the intentions of starting the 

following summer.  However, since we all enjoy going outside and observing nature so 

much, we started right away.  We completed the first ten getting started challenges during the 

coldest months of the year! It was a great way to get us out of the house, when we probably 

wouldn't have adventured out.   

After that, we tried to follow along with the weekly 

challenges, but found the seasons in our area are about 

a month behind the time the challenges come out.  We 

have learned to complete the challenges as we discover 

them outside.   

This school year we are excited to be using nature study 

as our main science curriculum.  

Spotlight Family: The Kordish Family 

http://kerrysboyz.blogspot.com/
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Fall Leaf Nature Journal Idea 

Collecting leaves during an autumn walk is 

an easy way to involve your children in a 

simple nature study activity.  

Bring one of the leaves inside after your 

walk to create a simple nature journal 

page.  

Materials: Leaf, paper, pencil, paints or 

crayons.  

 Place the leave on your blank nature 

journal page.  

 Trace around the edges with a pencil. 

 Color in the leaf with paints or crayons.  

 After it dries, you can record some 

thoughts about the leaf, about the tree, 

or about your nature walk either on the 

leaf shape or around it.  

For additional tree journal ideas, see this 

blog entry:  

Using Your Words With Tree Study.  

http://handbookofnaturestudy.com/2012/10/nature-study-trees-poetry-printable.html/
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October Grid and Printables 

Trace some leaves.  Eat some apples.  

Spy a tree with colorful 

leaves.  

Observe a bird in a 

tree. 

 

Find a leaf  

bigger  

than  

the palm  

of your  

hand. 

Smell a  

tree’s bark. 

Learn the  

name of  

one tree  

in your neighborhood.  

Press a leaf between 

two books. Add it to 

your nature journal or 

send it to a friend in the 

mail. 

Outdoor Hour Challenge 

Fall Tree Grid 

The newsletter grid study this 

month helps your family 

enjoy this time of year with 

some fall ideas for nature 

study.  

 

1. Print the grid and cut it 

out to fit in your nature 

journal.  

2. Spend time each week 

completing one or two 

of the suggested 

activities. Mark off the 

boxes you completed. 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Firsts 

Observe the trees in your neighborhood and 

make a list of the trees that turn color first.  

Sketch an autumn tree in your nature journal. 

Will It Change Color? 

Will a green leaf change color if you put it 

into a cold place? Put a green leaf into a 

plastic bag and into a refrigerator. Watch 

the color changes for a few days.  Record 

your observations in your nature journal. 

Nature Journal 

Toppers 

 

Print this page and separate 

the journal prompts and list.  

Adhere the desired topic to 

a blank journal page. Com-

plete one or all four. 

Use the prompts as the basis 

for an easy nature journal 

page.  
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Outdoor Hour Challenge—Preschool Nature Table Ideas 

Animal, Bird, Flower, and Tree of the Month 

 

Relaxed nature study using simple ideas, images,  

and your nature table.  

We are continuing our nature study series for preschoolers here in 

the Handbook of Nature Study newsletter. Each month I will give 

you simple ideas to use with your preschool children, introducing 

them to one bird, one animal, one flower, and one tree each month.  

The accompanying grid will give you ideas to use along with your 

nature table. Placing items on the table along with the printable 

photo cards will heighten interest as you work through the month.  

Instructions: 

 You can place all the items on your nature table at the beginning 

of the month or add one new item each week.  

 Print the images included in this newsletter in color, cut them 

apart, and laminate if you wish.  

 Use the ideas in the grid to enhance your study of each item. Keep it simple and fun.  

 Visit your local library to find books about the month’s topics. Make sure to display the 

books on your nature table.  

 Create time to talk with your preschooler about the items throughout the month.  

 Use the items for free play.  

 Some of the activities suggest activities that you can do with your child for more active 

learning like singing, drawing, or tasting.  
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Month 3—November 2014 

Nature Table 

Add some apples to your 

nature table.  

Allow time to observe the 

apple and then with your 

supervision, slice the apple and 

let them really look at the 

inside. Use plastic knives to 

let them practice cutting the 

apple and then eat it! 

Activity 

Fill a birdfeeder with 

sunflower seeds and hang it 

outside your window.  

Watch the birds as they dine 

on seeds.  

Have a sunflower seed snack 

and mention that sunflowers 

grow from sunflower seeds. 

Art Project 

Print the deer coloring pages 

and place them along with 

some crayons or colored 

pencils on your nature table.  

While your child is coloring, 

teach them some deer 

vocabulary:  

buck, doe, and fawn.  

Coloring pages included in this 

newsletter.  

Library Books 

Look up picture books that 

feature deer and other 

woodland animals. Display the 

books on your nature table and 

make sure to read them 

together.  

Musical Learning 

Listen to the call of the Red-

tailed hawk.  

See if you can imitate the 

hawk.  

Link to the sound: 

All About Birds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can find suggestions for 

items to purchase for your 

November nature table in this 

Amazon Store: 

http://astore.amazon.com/

handbookofnaturestudyoctober2

014preschoolitems-20 

 

 Hawk  

 Apple Tree 

 Sunflower 

 Deer 

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Red-Tailed_Hawk/sounds
http://astore.amazon.com/handbookofnaturestudyoctober2014preschoolitems-20
http://astore.amazon.com/handbookofnaturestudyoctober2014preschoolitems-20
http://astore.amazon.com/handbookofnaturestudyoctober2014preschoolitems-20
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Hawk Apple Tree 

Sunflower Deer 

Photo Credit 

Photo Credit 

Photo Credit 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ell-r-brown/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lsmith2010/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/firstmac/


  

©Barbara McCoy—Handbook of Nature Study Newsletter Issue 42 October 2014 Fall Trees                                        14 



  

©Barbara McCoy—Handbook of Nature Study Newsletter Issue 42 October 2014 Fall Trees                                        15 


